
 

 1 

 

 
British Library Courses 
www.bl.uk/courses 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Leonardo Da Vinci: Drawing with Water 
 

 

Dates Saturday 7 and Sunday 8 September 2019 

Times 10.30 – 17.00  

Location Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre  

Level All levels  

Class size Maximum 16 participants  

 
 

Course description 

 

The subject of water was a fascination for Leonardo Da Vinci both as an artist and as a scientist. He 

described water as ‘the vehicle of nature’ believing water to be to the world what blood is to our 

bodies. He explored its dynamic and vital force through drawing, with constant reference to the 

strength of the water being in its’ ability to change and move. We think of rain, of storms, of rivers, 

the sea, clouds, water that not only moves, but erodes and even destroys in its’ path.  

 

This two-day course takes the Library’s exhibition ‘Leonardo: A Mind in Motion’ as a starting point to 

explore water and moving natural water as the subject for drawing. Water will not only be the 

subject, its patterns, shapes, rhythms and movement to record and represent, water will also be a vital 

material. We will experiment with using the natural moving water to leave its own unique traces in 

our work. On the second day we will take a visit off-site to draw moving water, location to be 

confirmed.  

 
 

 

Saturday 

We will begin with a visit to the Library’s exhibition Leonardo: A Mind in Motion and have a go at 

some drawing exercises as a tool for enquiry, looking and understanding. Back in the learning centre 

we will then experiment with various dry drawing materials, as well as ink, exploring different ways to 

record the flow and movement of water. Throughout the day participants will produce a set of mono-

prints and large-scale drawings using traditional, natural materials in exciting and innovative ways, 

creating our own responses to water.  

 

Sunday 

We will build on the experience of Saturday and use water - moving and still, flowing and 

unpredictable - as an integral part of our making process. Leonardo described water as the ‘vehicle of 

nature’, indispensable to everything and yet with the potential to be an instrument of total 

destruction. In the morning we will experiment in the learning centre and in the afternoon, weather 
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permitting, we will finish the course at the shore of the river Thames near Charing Cross. We will 

engage with the natural ebb and flow of the water and find ways with the paper to express the 

uniqueness of this particular body of water. You will need to dress appropriately  

 

 
 

Tutor 

 

Jo Lewis is an artist trained in Edinburgh and France.Working at the edge of rivers, seas or lakes using 
ink, water and paper, the work is motivated by not just observing but being a participant and 
collaborator of sorts, with the water. Recent projects include large-scale commissions in Seoul and 
Beijing, and in London, for the Commonwealth Bank of Australia. Supported by the Arts Council, Jo 
was invited to exhibit and teach in south-west China. Last year Jo also had a solo show in Paris 
following a public commission there. Jo teaches at the National Gallery and Dulwich Picture 
Gallery. http://www.jolewisart.com 
 

 
 

Previous skills, knowledge or experience 

None required.  

 

Materials 

All materials are provided but please bring a sketchbook if you have one, and any of your own 

materials that you prefer to use. 

 

Facilities and refreshments 

Please note that the Learning Centre will open to participants 15 minutes before the stated course 

start time. Tea and coffee will be served at the beginning of each day. Participants will need to make 

their own arrangements for lunch. 

 

On Sunday 8 September please meet at Gate 5 on Midland Road at 10.15 to be escorted in the 

Library. Further instructions about Sunday entry will be provided on Saturday.  
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